ATTACK ON COCHIN BY THE ZAMORIN.

the rest of the forces assaulted it by land. These to-
gether had with them 382 cannon. The King of Cochin
was greatly alarmed at these formidable preparations

''against him, and, but for the encouragement of Duarte
Pacheco, he would have made no attempt at any resist-
ance.

The command of the defence was given to Pacheco,
who had with him, for this purpose, only a little over
100 Portuguese and 300 Malabarese troops. With this
handful of men he boldly went forth to dispute the
passage of the ford against the hordes of the Zamorin,
leaving the King with his forces to guard the city of
Cochin,

The first steps taken by Pacheco were to place sentries
at all available passes, to prevent anyone from leaving
the island, and, having disposed of his available forces to
the best of his ability for the protection of the island, he
determined to assume the offensive, and accordingly sent
small parties across the river, which made marauding
expeditions into the territories of Repelim and the
adjoining country, where several villages were burnt and
many of the peaceful inhabitants killed. As soon as the
Zamorin learned of these incursions, he marched forward
with his army toward Kepelim. At the same time the
Arabians in Cochin attempted to aid the attack by
fomenting a revolt within the city; but this was frustrated
by the vigilance of Pacheco.

The Zamorin advanced with his army towards Cam-
balam, near which place there was a practicable ford to
the island of Cochin. This ford Pacheco prepared to

\defend, for which purpose he brought up what vessels
tie had available. In the largest ship, which was amply
provided with cannon, firearms, and all sorts of warlike
stores, he placed five men under the command of Diogo
Pereira, with orders to defend the city and fort from all
attacks of the enemy. He placed thirty-five men in the
fort under the command of Ferdinao Correa; twenty-six

